A 26 years old female Indian Star Tortoise (Case No. 4905/454, Dt. 26.ii.1999 ) weighing 3.5 kg. and kept as an exotic pet was referred to the University College Hospital for tumorous growth in the neck. After clinical examination, it was decided to go for excision of the tumour. Accordingly, the turtle was sedated with Ketamine at 44 mg/kg. administered intramuscularly and the site was prepared for aseptic surgery. The tumour (Arecanut size) was excised by giving two elliptical incisions. Bleeders were clamped and ligated with #2/0 chromic cat gut. Skin sutures were taken with cotton thread using horizontal mattress suture pattern. Post-operatively, gentamicin at 10 mg/kg. was given intra muscularly for three days. The suture line was dressed daily with povidone-iodine spray. On 15th post-operative day sutures were removed. Histopathological findings revealed focal necrosis and granulomatous lesion.
Abscess occur frequently in turtles especially on the neck. The sharp defects of the free edge of the carapace may lead to trauma of the skin of the legs and to abscesses. A provisional therapy of gentamicin at 10 mg/kg. every 48 hours is advised for chelonians. Chronic granulomatous lesions of fungal origin are reported in chelonians (Zwart, 1986) .
